North Carolina Interpreter/ Transliterator Licensing Board Special Teleconference

DATE:  03-05-2012 1:15 PM 

Board Members Present:
Valerie McMillan – Chair

Jane Dolan – Treasurer 

Connie Jo Lewis - Education Committee
Ashley Benton - Education Committee
Jan Withers - Education Committee - Chair

Wayne Giese

Board Members Absent:
Danette Steelman-Bridges – Secretary

Robert Taylor

Staff Present:
Jim Wellons – Attorney

Ashley McGraw – Administrator

Interpreters:
Via VRS

Jennifer Johnson

Visitors:

None

Call to Order:  Chair Valerie McMillan called the meeting to order at 1:26 PM. (6 members present; quorum) 
The Board is meeting to discuss two proposed changes to the Interpreter and Transliterator Licensure Act. After much research, the Education Committee has recommended that the following two educational requirements for licensure be struck from the licensure act:
§ 90D‑7.  Requirements for licensure.

(b)       Effective July 1, 2008, any person who applies for initial licensure as an interpreter or transliterator shall hold at least a two‑year degree from a regionally accredited institution.
And
§ 90D‑8.  Provisional license.

(c)       Effective July 1, 2008, any person who applies for initial licensure on a provisional basis as an interpreter or transliterator shall hold at least a two‑year degree from a regionally accredited institution.
Jan stated that the impact on the profession will not be significant because our licensure complies with RID standards, and RID already has a sufficient educational requirement. 

Jane agreed with this proposal and gave her rationale based on her experience as well as inquiries in the cued speech community. She stated that after talking to her peers she couldn’t find any other states that have an education requirement. As the profession is very young, she recommends not putting any educational requirements in the law at this time for cued language transliterators so that we don’t limit the number of cued language transliterators licensed in he state. 

Jan states that the demand for services is greater than the supply at this time. We have lost qualified interpreters, and we already have education built in due to RID requirements.
Ashley Benton made a motion that the licensure act with the two amendments be submitted to Rep Alexander as written. Valerie seconded the motion. No objections or abstentions, motion passed.

Valerie asked how quickly we can expect the amendments to move through the General Assembly.
Jan stated that this year’s short session is scheduled to run from May 16 to July 1. Because the bill successfully passed the House last year, it is in the Senate now awaiting a vote. If Rep Alexander agrees with the two amendments, she can submit this version to the Senate for their vote, but it will need to go back to the House again so they may vote on the changes. 
Jan proposed that as soon as Connie Jo hears back from Rep Alexander with her decision, the committee needs to schedule another meeting to discuss talking points so that they may support the bill through the approval process.

Valerie thanked the committee for their hard work. The meeting adjourned at 1:37 PM. 

1

