MINUTES

North Carolina Interpreter/ Transliterator Licensing Board       26 February 2010
DHHS,  1100 Navaho Dr.

Raleigh, NC      

9:00am        

Board Members Present:
Connie Jo Lewis -  Chair

Valerie McMillan -  Vice-Chair

Danette Steelman-Bridges – Secretary

Jane Dolan – Treasurer

Ashley Benton

Keith Cagle

Wayne Giese

Robert Taylor

Jan Withers

Board Members Absent:
Robert Taylor

Staff Present:
Jim Wellons – Attorney

Laurie Shaw – Executive Secretary

Interpreters:
Jennifer Johnson

Karen Magoon

Liz Belk

Visitors:

Pamela Pipes 

Pat Stivland

Call to Order:
9:16 a.m.

Announcements/ Orders of Business:


Introductions and Welcome


Flexible Agenda agreed upon for all meetings

Conflict of Interest Statement: “Does any member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any matters listed on this agenda?”   (none noted)

Previous Meeting Minutes:
Approved by majority vote  

Financial Report:
All financials in order; a few applications/monies are trickling in

Education Committee Report:

(none)

Licensing Review Committee Report:
Danette Steelman-Bridges, Chair:    4 applications approved; 1 application disapproved due to the RID-certified person did not hold a 2-yr degree; several complaints about interpreters who were charged with misdemeanors and did not report the misdemeanors as required by law; complaints about interpreters accepting an assignment without being qualified for the assignment 

Central Office Report:
(Full report distributed to members.)

Continued discussion about hiring an outside investigator.  (Jim Wellons recommends putting that decision on hold due to the current NC budget concerns. See New Business below for more details.)  

Chair Report:  (none)

Attorney Report: 

The text of the revisions to 21 N.C.A.C. 25 .0203; 21 N.C.A.C. 25 .0204; 21 N.C.A.C. 25 .0205; and 21 N.C.A.C. 25 .0501 and the text of new rule 21 N.C.A.C. 25 .0406 have been filed in the Office of Administrative Hearings for publication in the 1 April 2010 issue of the N.C Register.  Comment period ends on June 1.  We must vote again after the end of the public comment period on what to do with the Rules as submitted.  They will then be submitted to the Rules Review Commission for that Commission’s approval and may or may not require changes.  If there are no objections, then the Rule changes will go into effect  Aug 1, 2010.  


Session Law 2009-125 ( legislative oversight of occupational licensing boards)---new language in the bill is basically to review the activities of the occupational licensing boards and see if the boards are still achieving their purposes/goals.  If the Board does not submit reports in a timely manner, then the state can suspend the board’s authority to expend funds. (copy of Session Law distributed to members) Specifically, the session law provides that:
Failure of a board to comply with the reporting requirements of this section by October 31 of each year shall result in a suspension of the board's authority to expend any funds until such time as the board files the required reports. Suspension of a board's authority to expend funds under this subsection shall not affect the board's duty to issue and renew licenses or the validity of any application or license for which fees have been tendered in accordance with law. Each board shall adopt rules establishing a procedure for implementing this subsection and shall maintain an escrow account into which any fees tendered during a board's period of suspension under this subsection shall be deposited.
G.S. 93B-2(d) (emphasis added).  Therefore, Mr. Wellons recommended that the Board initiate rulemaking by voting to publish the following text in the N.C. Register:
In the event the Board's authority to expend funds is suspended pursuant to G.S. 93B-2, the Board shall continue to issue and renew licenses and all fees tendered shall be placed in an escrow account maintained by the Board for this purpose. Once the Board's authority is restored, the funds shall be moved from the escrow account into the general operating account.  
New Business

a.
Governor Perdue’s Executive Orders #34 & #35.  Jan Withers reported about the Economic Income form/ no change form.  

b.
New NCITLB brochure:  If the Board wants Laurie to have copies printed, she can have it done.   Tabled.

c.
Plaques completed for the last 4 original NCITBL Board members.

d.
Ashley Benton – Deaf-Blind Interpreter Training needed for NC interpreters

e.
Objective/Neutral Investigator 

f.
NCITLB needs an annual budget…….proposed by Laurie and supported by Jane Dolan

g.
Jane Dolan: National Certification ..... CLT

Jan Withers sent Chapter 90-D(7) and 90-D(8) and 90-D(5) and the recommended changes:


90D-5(b)(6) change “A member of Self-Help for Hard-of-Hearing (SHHH)” to “Hearing Loss Association of North Carolina (HLA-NC)”


90D-7(a)(3)(c) change “…has a national certification recognized by the National Cued Speech Association (NCSA)” to “…holds a valid Testing, Evaluation  and Certification Unit (TECUnit) in Cued Language Transliteration” 


 Add  90D-7(a)(3)(e) “holds a current Cued Language Translation State Level Assessment (CLTSLA) level 3 certification or above”


90D-8(a1)(3) change :A person providing cued speech interpreting or transliterating services who complete a total of 40 hours of training….”  To “A cued language transliterator who holds a current Cued Language Transliterator State level Assessment (CLTSLA) level 2 classification.”

h.
Discussion  how a CLT becomes licensed;  information needed about how the language of the bill was devised when the definitions were created;  Jan suggested that we evaluate the RULES as opposed to making changes in the law

i.
Educational Committee – this committee has completed its purpose (dev of the brochure) and needs to be disbanded  (Unanimous vote – passed)

j.
Questions from Martha Ingle:   In 2012, the mandate of needing a BA degree if you are applying for a prov lic

k.
Jan Withers……Survey to Interpreters who have lapsed licenses…..Laurie and Keith suggested extending  the March 15, 2010 date to March 31, 2010……Kudos to Jan and Jennifer Johnson on the devised survey

l.
MCI Contract……No decision can be made at this time because Jim Wellons will need to  find out if an RFP has to be posted.  MCI’s current contract is valid through May 30, 2010.  

m.
Ashley Benton…..recognizes the need for more training for interpreters in the area of Deaf-Blind interpreting……Jan: DSDHH trying to implement several workshops related to additional training for Deaf-blind interpreting……the NCITLB board is not really the venue for advocating for more training, but other agencies are addressing that need…..

	MOTION:   Keith: I move that we, the Board, adopt the attached statement to comply with the new statute passed by the state legislature.  Jane:  Seconded   Motion carried.

“In the event the Board's authority to expend funds is suspended pursuant to G.S. 93B-2, the Board shall continue to issue and renew licenses and all fees tendered shall be placed in an escrow account maintained by the Board for this purpose. Once the Board's authority is restored, the funds shall be moved from the escrow account into the general operating account.”



Action Items:

	Continuing Action Items
	Accomplished?

	Laurie and Jim:  Discuss adding the draft of The Rules amendments to the Website


	no

	Connie Jo and Jim:  Identify the date and time of the Public Hearing on the draft of The Rules amendments (suggested to have the public hearing AND a Board mtg on the same day IF at all possible)…….they are to target the Dec 11 date (daytime NCITL Board mtg) and then have the Public Hearing that afternoon or evening OR have the Public Hearing on another date with at least 1 board member present at the Public Hearing.   Connie Jo and Jim are authorized by the Board to make the final determination on the date and time on behalf of the Board.


	yes


	Old Action Items


	Accomplished?

	All Board members are to review the informational notebooks given out by Laurie


	yes

	Jim: Will check to see if any changes have been made to the ethics related to NC boards were made this week by Gov Perdue


	yes

	Who will see if the informational brochure can be downloaded to the website?


	no

	Laurie will take care of securing 4 plaques.


	yes

	Jim will send a WORD doc to Laurie re: “The Rules” to be posted on the website.


	?

	Jan will develop a questionnaire to send to licensees whose license has lapsed.


	yes

	Jim will determine if we need to hold a public hearing or not.  If we need to have a public hearing, then Jim will schedule it for 2:00pm on Feb 26.

Board authorized Jim to proceed as needed.


	yes

	Jane will check with other states to see how the CLTNCE and CLTSLA factors into their licensure law requirements.


	yes

	Jan and Jane will draft the changes/amendments/modifications for the 2 clauses in the GS related to Cued Language to be ready by the Feb NCITLB meeting.


	yes

	Danette will send a copy of the website proposed changes to all the Board members.

ALL members:    Review the proposed changes.


	yes

No

	Danette will send the questions from Martha Ingel to the Board (via Keith Cagle)

All members:  Review the questions and be ready to discuss at Feb. meeting.

                                                                                           
	Yes

No

	ALL:  Will have individual pictures made of each Board member at the Feb meeting


	          Yes


	NEW ACTION ITEMS
	

	Laurie and Jim:  Discuss adding the draft of The Rules amendments to the Website


	

	All Board members need to write a check for $9.58 to Ruby Shaw (Laurie Shaw) to cover the costs of the 4 plaques by March 5.
	

	Connie Jo will contact the final 4 original Board members in order to invite them to the next meeting by March 7.


	

	ALL members:    Review the proposed changes related to the NCITLB website by March 5.  (The changes were sent out to the members by Danette  immediately after the Dec 11, 2009 meeting.


	

	Based on the March 20, 2009 minutes/passed motions, the LRC has been instructed to draft the criteria for an investigator by 


	

	Jim Wellons will draft a proposal for the investigator.


	

	Jim Wellons will see if the DOA Contract Office will post for us regarding the investigator (before the May meeting).
	

	Jim Wellons will also check with the Contract Office to see if that Office has already posted for an investigator for another board.
	

	Laurie will check with the other licensing board she works for and see what criteria

That Board uses for an investigator.
	

	Jane Dolan will create a working budget to bring to the May meeting.

 
	

	Connie will add “working budget” to the May agenda.


	

	Laurie and Jim will talk to our auditor about the October timeline.


	

	Laurie will contact the Real Estate Board to create a training for this Board.

   
	

	Jim will provide the following training at the May meeting (admin procedure act, public records law, state torte claims act, state ethics act, and lobbying act).


	

	Connie will put Jim’s training on the agenda for the May meeting.


	

	Jane will get more information about the TecUNIT (its Board, etc).
	

	Connie Jo:   Talk with Pat Hauser and the person who drafted the licensure bill and ask them about how the definitions in the bill were created.  Also ask Pat for more information about the educational component in the licensure law.


	

	Connie Jo: Call Martha Alexander (after talking with Pat Hauser) to get the changes in the lic law about the recommended changes related to licensing Cued Language Transliterators
	

	Laurie:  Call Robert Taylor to check the status of the NCITLB brochures


	

	All:  Read the prototype of the NCITLB brochure and make suggested changes


	

	Laurie:  Contact each Board member about the brochure


	

	Laurie:  Will have the final printed brochures for the May meeting


	

	Keith:  Respond to Martha Ingel’s questions


	

	Connie Jo: Will ask RID national office (or check the RID website)  if a person wants to go the EIPA route to be recognized as RID-certified will they need an AA-degree now and then a BA-degree in 2012
	

	Jim:  Will find out by March 30, 2010  if we need an RFP (request for proposal) before we make a decision about renewing the contract for MCI and then let Connie Jo know if we need an RFP or not


	

	Jim:  If we need an RFP, then Jim will prepare a draft for the Board to view by the May 15 meeting.
	

	Jan: Send digital pictures of Board members to Laurie so that they can be sent to the NCITLB webmaster for posting on the website and bring camera for Robert's picture at May meeting
	


Next Meetings:

(Location: DSDHH Bldg,  1100 Navaho Dr.,  Woodoak Building, Raleigh,NC)

Start time is 9:00 a.m.

May 14

August  27

Nov  5

Adjournment:   1:36 p.m.

